THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

27" April 2008
First Reading Acts 8:5-17
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles
They laid their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.

Philip went down to the city of Samaria and proclaimed the Messiah to them. The
crowdswith one accord listened eagerly to what was said by Philip, hearing and seeing
the signs that he did, for unclean spirits, crying with loud shrieks, came out of many
who were possessed; and many others who were paralysed or lame were cured. So
there was great joy in that city. Now a certain man named Simon had previously
practiced magic in the city and amazed the people of Samaria, saying that he was
someone great. All of them, from the least to the greatest, listened to him eagerly,
saying, “Thisman isthe power of God that iscalled Great.” And they listened eagerly
to him because for along time he had amazed them with his magic. But when they
believed Philip, who was proclaiming the good news about the kingdom of God and
the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women. Even Simon
himself believed. After being baptized, he stayed constantly with Philip and was
amazed when he saw the signs and great miracles that took place. Now when the
apostlesat Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted theword of God, they sent Peter
and John to them. The two went down and prayed for them that they might receive the
Holy Spirit (for as yet the Spirit had not come upon any of them; they had only been
baptized in the name of the L ord Jesus). Then Peter and John laid their hands on them,
and they received the Holy Spirit. Hear the word of the Lord. Thanksbeto God.

Responsorial Psalm Psalm 66
Response: Let all the earth cry out to God with joy.

1. Cry out with joy to God all the earth, 3. Heturned the seainto dry land,
O sing to the glory of his name. they passed through the river dry-shod.
O render him glorious praise. Let our joy then bein him;

Say to God: ‘How tremendous your herulesfor ever by his might. R.
deeds!” R.

4. Come and hear, all who fear God.
2. ‘Before you all the earth shall bow; | will tell what he did for my soul:
shall sing to you, sing to your name!’ Blessed be God who did not reject my
Come and see the works of God, prayer
tremendous his deeds among men.  R.  nor withhold hislove from me. R.
Second Reading 1 Pet. 3:13-22

A reading from the First Letter of Peter
He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit

Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? But even if you do
suffer for doing what isright, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not
beintimidated, but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make
your defence to anyone who demands from you an accounting for the hopethat isin
you; yet do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so that,
when you are maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may
be put to shame. For it isbetter to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God' s
will, than to suffer for doing evil. For Christ also suffered for sins once for al, the
righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in
theflesh, but madealivein the spirit, in which a so hewent and made a proclamation
tothe spiritsin prison, who informer timesdid not obey, when God waited patiently
in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight
persons, were saved through water. And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves
you—not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good
conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has goneinto heaven and
isat theright hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him.
Hear the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia! All who love me will keep my words,
and my Father will love them, and he will come to them. Alleluia!

Gospel Jn. 14:15-21
% A reading from the holy gospel according to John
R. Glory toyou Lord Christ.

I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate

“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And | will ask the Father, and
hewill give you another Advocate, to bewith you forever. Thisisthe Spirit of truth,
whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You
know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you.

“1 will not leave you orphaned; | am coming to you. In alittle while the world will
no longer see me, but you will see me; because | live, you also will live. On that day
you will know that | am in my Father, and you in me, and | in you. They who have
my commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who love me
will be loved by my Father, and | will love them and reveal myself to them.”

For the Gospdl of the Lord Praisetoyou Lord Christ.
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