THE CONVERSION OF SAINT PAUL

First Reading Acts 22:3-16
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles

Get up, be baptised, and have your sins washed away, calling on the name of Jesus.

Paul said to the People*“l am a Jew, born in Tarsus in Cilicia, but brought up in
this city at the feet of Gamaliel, educated strictly according to our ancestral law,
being zealous for God, just as all of you are today. I persecuted this Way up to
the point of death by binding both men and women and putting them in prison,
as the high priest and the whole council of elders can testify about me. From
them I also received letters to the brothers in Damascus, and I went there in order
to bind those who were there and to bring them back to Jerusalem for
punishment. “While I was on my way and approaching Damascus, about noon
a great light from heaven suddenly shone about me. I fell to the ground and heard
a voice saying to me, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?’ I answered,
‘Who are you, Lord?’ Then he said to me, ‘I am Jesus of Nazareth whom you are
persecuting.” Now those who were with me saw the light but did not hear the
voice of the one who was speaking to me. I asked, “What am I to do, Lord?’ The
Lord said to me, ‘Get up and go to Damascus; there you will be told everything
that has been assigned to you to do.” Since I could not see because of the
brightness of that light, those who were with me took my hand and led me to
Damascus. “A certain Ananias, who was a devout man according to the law and
well spoken of by all the Jews living there, came to me; and standing beside me,
he said, ‘Brother Saul, regain your sight!’ In that very hour I regained my sight
and saw him. Then he said, ‘The God of our ancestors has chosen you to know
his will, to see the Righteous One and to hear his own voice; for you will be his
witness to all the world of what you have seen and heard. And now why do you
delay? Hear the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm Ps. 117
Response: Go out to all the world and tell the Good News

1 Alleluia!
O praise the Lord, all you nations,
acclaim him all you peoples! R.

2 Strong is his love for us;
he is faithful for ever. R.

Second Reading Gal. 1:11-24
A reading from the letter to the Galatians
The gospel that was proclaimed by me is not of human origin
I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that the gospel that was proclaimed by
me is not of human origin; for I did not receive it from a human source, nor was
I taught it, but I received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ. You have heard,
no doubt, of my earlier life in Judaism. I was violently persecuting the church of
God and was trying to destroy it. I advanced in Judaism beyond many among my
people of the same age, for [ was far more zealous for the traditions of my
ancestors. But when God, who had set me apart before I was born and called me
through his grace, was pleased to reveal his Son to me, so that [ might proclaim
him among the Gentiles, I did not confer with any human being, nor did I go up
to Jerusalem to those who were already apostles before me, but I went away at
once into Arabia, and afterwards I returned to Damascus. Then after three years
1 did go up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas and stayed with him fifteen days; but I
did not see any other apostle except James the Lord’s brother. In what I am
writing to you, before God, I do not lie! Then I went into the regions of Syria and
Cilicia, and I was still unknown by sight to the churches of Judaea that are in
Christ; they only heard it said, “The one who formerly was persecuting us is now
proclaiming the faith he once tried to destroy.” And they glorified God because
of me. Hear the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia! I have chosen you from the world, says the Lord, to
go and bear fruit that will last. Alleluia!

Gospel Mk. 16:15-18
® The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark

: Glory to you Lord Christ.

Go into all the world and proclaim the good news

Jesus said to them, “Go into all the world and proclaim the good news to the
whole creation. The one who believes and is baptized will be saved; but the one
who does not believe will be condemned. And these signs will accompany those
who believe: by using my name they will cast out demons; they will speak in
new tongues; they will pick up snakes in their hands, and if they drink any deadly
thing, it will not hurt them; they will lay their hands on the sick, and they will
recover.” For the Gospel of the Lord Praise to you Lord Christ.
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