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 11th October 2009

First Reading 1 Kings 3:3-14
A reading from the First book of Kings

I give you a wise and discerning mind

Solomon loved the Lord, walking in the statutes of his father David; only, he sacrificed
and offered incense at the high places. The king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for
that was the principal high place; Solomon used to offer a thousand burnt offerings on
that altar. At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said,
“Ask what I should give you.” And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast
love to your servant my father David, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in
righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you; and you have kept for him this
great and steadfast love, and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. And now,
O Lord my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David, although
I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. And your servant is in
the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great people, so numerous they cannot
be numbered or counted. Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern
your people, able to discern between good and evil; for who can govern this your great
people?” 
It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. God said to him, “Because you have
asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your
enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, I now do
according to your word. Indeed I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you
has been before you and no one like you shall arise after you. I give you also what you
have not asked, both riches and honour all your life; no other king shall compare with
you. If you will walk in my ways, keeping my statutes and my commandments, as your
father David walked, then I will lengthen your life.” 
Hear the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm            Ps. 89(90)
Response: Fill us with your love, O Lord, and we will sing for joy!
 
1.  Make us know the shortness of our life
that we may gain wisdom of heart.
Lord, relent! Is your anger for ever?
Show pity to your servants.  R.

2.  In the morning, fill us with your love;
we shall exult and rejoice all our days.

Give us joy to balance our affliction
for the years when we knew misfortune.

R.
 

3.  Show forth your work to your servants;
let your glory shine on their children.
Let the favour of the Lord be upon us:
give success to the work of our hands. R.

Second Reading Heb. 4:1-13
A reading from the letter to the Hebrews

The word of God discerns the thoughts and intentions of the heart.

Therefore, while the promise of entering his rest is still open, let us take care that none
of you should seem to have failed to reach it. For indeed the good news came to us just
as to them; but the message they heard did not benefit them, because they were not
united by faith with those who listened. For we who have believed enter that rest, just
as God has said, “As in my anger I swore, ‘They shall not enter my rest,’” though his
works were finished at the foundation of the world. For in one place it speaks about the
seventh day as follows, “And God rested on the seventh day from all his works.” And

again in this place it says, “They shall not enter my rest.” Since therefore it remains
open for some to enter it, and those who formerly received the good news failed to enter
because of disobedience, again he sets a certain day — “today” — saying through David
much later, in the words already quoted, “Today, if you hear his voice,  do not harden
your hearts.” 
For if Joshua had given them rest, God would not speak later about another day. So
then, a sabbath rest still remains for the people of God; for those who enter God’s rest
also cease from their labours as God did from his. Let us therefore make every effort to
enter that rest, so that no one may fall through such disobedience as theirs. 
Indeed, the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword,
piercing until it divides soul from spirit, joints from marrow; it is able to judge the
thoughts and intentions of the heart. And before him no creature is hidden, but all are
naked and laid bare to the eyes of the one to whom we must render an account. 
Hear the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
 
Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia!  Alleluia!   Happy the poor in spirit,
the kingdom of heaven is theirs!  Alleluia!

GOSPEL Mk. 10:17-30
a A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark
+: Glory to you Lord Christ. 

Go and sell whatever you have and come follow me.

As Jesus was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him, and asked
him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?”
Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good but God alone.  You
know the commandments: ‘You shall not murder; You shall not commit adultery; You
shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness; You shall not defraud; Honour your
father and mother.’”
He said to him, “Teacher, I have kept all these since my youth.”
Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said, “You lack one thing; go, sell what you own,
and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow
me.” When he heard this, he was shocked and went away grieving, for he had many
possessions. 
Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it will be for those who
have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!”  And the disciples were perplexed at these
words. But Jesus said to them again, “Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of
God! It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is
rich to enter the kingdom of God.”
They were greatly astounded and said to one another, “Then who can be saved?”
Jesus looked at them and said, “For mortals it is impossible, but not for God; for God
all things are possible.”
Peter began to say to him, “Look, we have left everything and followed you.”
Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or
mother or father or children or fields, for my sake and for the sake of the good news,
who will not receive a hundredfold now in this age — houses, brothers and sisters,
mothers and children, and fields with persecutions — and in the age to come eternal
life.”
For the Gospel of the Lord Praise to you Lord Christ.
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