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Dear Clergy  

 
THE ROAD MAP & STEPS 
Step 3 of the Victorian Premier’s Roadmap for Religious Institutions includes the 
following (subject to density quotients of 4 sqm/person and the continued wearing of 
masks at gatherings): 

 Up to 10 people in the church to attend a wedding including the couple and 
celebrant 

 Up to 20 people in the church to attend a funeral plus officiant and other 
required staff 

 Private Worship of up to 5 people plus a faith leader in the church - the people 
must be from one household or those who are a nominated ‘socially-bubbled' 
group. 

 Up to 10 people for a religious gathering outside with social distancing, masks 
etc…in place.  

You would have also heard the premier say a few days ago that they are re-looking at 
the recommendations following a meeting with Faith Leaders. This matter was raised 
and discussed at our recent Provincial Council Meeting and I have also written to the 
Leadership Team at the Victorian Council of Churches to seek clarification.  

I would suggest that, as we await further advice and, given the fact that most of our 
congregations are in the vulnerable age bracket, we hold back from having any 
outdoor religious gatherings on Church premises until further announcements are 
made by ourselves. It is certainly true that the weather is still highly unpredictable, and 
I would ask for special care for our elderly parishioners.  

If there are any requests for a Private Religious gathering as described in bullet point 
no 3, please contact the Bishop or Vicar General for guidance as to how to proceed, 
as well as the registering of such an initiative.  

Should the current trend with low case numbers in Victoria continue, we could arrive 
at the last step or even COVID normal step earlier. May I encourage all of you, together 
with members of our congregations, to continue to soak this matter in prayer and to 
continue to join us on a Wednesday morning through our Zoom Services and every 
day at 12 noon when we ring our Church bells and offer prayers for our situation and 
that of the wider world.  

Please continue to use the previously provided COVID PRAYER or use one of the 
following:  

Loving and gracious God, in this time of pandemic, we give thanks for the care 
provided by our local doctors and hospitals and for all healthcare workers.  

We pray for all who have been affected by the impact of Covid 19, those who are 
and have been ill with this virus, along with those who have been affected by the 
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consequences of the response. We bring before you those whose mental health has 
been affected by lockdown and loneliness. We pray for all who are isolated in their 
homes and Aged Care Facilities and for families and loved ones who cannot be 
together. We pray for those who have lost their jobs, homes, families, and livelihoods 
throughout our land and around the world. 

We ask for your blessing on the whole of creation, that all life may be lived to its full 
potential. All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
                                                                           (Revd. David  Still - Wangaratta West & The Warbys). 

OR 

O God,  
in our global distress we pray earnestly to you.  
God our sanctuary,  
gather us when separated into your presence.  
God our Physician,  
heal those who have contracted the virus.  
God our Comforter,  
embrace all who mourn the dead.  
God our Homeland,  
mother all who are quarantined.  
God our friend,  
accompany all who are alone or afraid.  
God our Guardian,  
protect physicians and nurses. 
God our hope,  
assist researchers searching for a vaccine.  
God our Mighty Fortress,  
preserve our societies from devastation.  
God our Governor,  
guide the leaders of nations toward wise policies.  
God of Everlasting Arms,  
in you we live and move and have our being.  
God our Creator,  
make once again a world of sabbath rest.  
God our Saviour 
redeem the suffering world by your cross.  
God our Light, 
shine your radiant peace into our darkness.  
O God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit,  
bless and preserve us. Amen.   
                                                              (Prof Gail Ramshaw Washington DC, USA - WCC). 

 
COMMUNICATION:  
Can I please ask that you share any information, zoom links for services, ‘Letters to 
the People’ and the Advocate Newspaper to members of your congregation. We 
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have a substantive list for correspondence but certainly do not have all the 
parishioners within the Diocese listed on our system. 
 
AUSTRALIS COURSE: 
Information recently appeared in the Diocesan Newspaper, but we have had only 1 
person who responded. As per the previous request, can I please ask you to share 
the information with the laity in your parish. More information can be obtained from 
The Rev’d Andre Du Plooy at vocations@wangaratta-anglican.org.au  
 
TABLE SERVICES: 
Attached, please find ‘Simple Table Services’ as prepared by Bishop Keith Slater 
and please share them with members of your congregation.   
 
DIOCESAN EVENSONG 
Please join us and encourage the members of your congregation to join us for a special 
Diocesan Evensong via Zoom on Sunday, 27 September at 5pm. 
 

NOTES FOR YOUR DAIRY 
All Clergy licensed to attend Synod are asked to join the Bishop for a meeting via 
Zoom following the Diocesan Morning Prayer Service on Wednesday, 14 October at 
approximately 10.15am. 

 

Please remember that we are together though separated, and the finish line is not far 
off.   

 

Every Blessing,  

 

                                                              
………………………………..                     
+Clarence E Bester    
Bishop of Wangaratta    


